
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Advent Devotional 

A Season of Waiting and Excitement 

written by: 

members of Marion Center Congregations 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2024 Advent Devotional 

A Season of Waiting and Excitement 
  

  

  

  

  

  

Greetings in the name of Christ! 

  

Growing up, my pastor was a real stickler about waiting to sing 

Christmas songs in church. He was of the opinion that Christmas 

began December 25th and we shouldn’t rush the important  

season of Advent and all that God wishes to teach us in that  

season. As a result, we never sang Christmas carols until church 

on Christmas Eve!  

  

This was in stark contrast to my mother. My mom would listen  

to Christmas carols as soon as they came on the radio! By the  

beginning of November, my Mom was ready to deck the halls  

and haul out the holly.  

  

Advent is a unique time, because we are excited to celebrate the 

birth of Christ. However, we don’t want to rush the season, nor 

do we want to neglect our anticipation of the 2nd coming of 

Christ.  

  

I pray this devotional helps you wait for Christmas and adds to 

your excitement during this season. I hope we can channel  

Pastor’s John’s patience and my mother’s excitement as we  

begin our Advent journey. 

  

Advent 2024 marks the eleventh year the Ministerium has  

organized these devotionals for Advent. Thank you to everyone 

who has supported this project over the years. I sincerely hope 

that our cooperation will continue as we work together to  

advance the Kingdom of God in Marion Center and beyond.  

  

  

May God richly bless you, 

  

Rev. Kyle Eisenhuth 

First Methodist Church of Marion Center 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1  -  December 1 

  

“‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will fulfill the 

good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. ‘In those 

days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout 

from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the 

land.  In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 

in safety.  This is the name by which it will be called: 

The Lord Our Righteous Savior.’ 

      Jeremiah 33:14-16 

  

  

The prophet Jeremiah is speaking to the people of Jerusalem, 

who were in exile after the crushing invasion from Babylon. Their 

temple lay in ruins, their people are scattered-families separated 

and discouragement was what the people had as a part of their 

every day lives. We can relate to just that kind of situation. The 

recent hurricanes have caused just such ruin, loss of home,      

displacement of families and businesses and waking up to        

discouragement daily. God stirred the hearts of His churches,   

organizations like Samaritan’s Purse and other individuals to rise 

to the needs at hand. We have witnessed God working thru those 

who’s hearts heard from God. We have seen those who may not 

have known God, watching to see how God’s people would react. 

As the overwhelming help began to show itself, some of the 

watchers even joined in with God’s efforts. The watchers too    

saw His light beginning to spread and have chosen to continue 

helping even now. Since we are in the season of advent, let us  

joyously celebrate the arrival of Jesus our Savior and look to find 

answers in His word. Take time to look up today’s scripture in 

your Bible and find Jeremiah’s story, as well as looking in Luke 2 

for the story of the birth of Jesus. Allow God’s words to saturate 

each situation of our lives; to find encouragement for all our 

struggles; to providing light in places that have too long remained 

in darkness; to teach us patience to allow God to give us answers 

that are better than anything we might have imagined. In          

Jeremiah’s scripture, God has also eluded to the second coming 

of Jesus, when we will see neither sickness, nor war, nor evil in 

this world and Christ will be seated upon his throne in                

Jerusalem. Praise God what a day that will be.  

(PS That’s found in our Bible as well.)  

  

Glenda Mears, First Methodist Church of Marion Center  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 2  -  December 2 

Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

gave this prophecy:  “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because 

he has visited and redeemed his people.  He has sent us a mighty 

Savior from the royal line of his servant David, just as he    

promised through his holy prophets long ago.  Now we will be 

saved from our enemies and from all who hate us.  He has been 

merciful to our ancestors by remembering his sacred covenant—

the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham. 

We have been rescued from our enemies so we can serve God 

without fear, in holiness and righteousness for as long as we 

live. 

       Luke 1:67-75 
  

After months of silence—when he had been unable to speak due to his 

disbelief at the announcement of his son’s birth—Zechariah is filled 

with the Holy Spirit and speaks words of profound praise and joy. His 

prophecy is a celebration of God’s faithfulness, of promises kept, and of 

the coming salvation that Jesus will bring. 
  

By declaring that “God has come to his people and redeemed them. “  

Zechariah speaks to the heart of Advent. In the birth of Jesus, God is 

fulfilling His long-promised redemption. God doesn’t remain distant, 

but draws near. This truth reminds us that the story of Advent is not 

just about a baby in a manger—it is the story of God entering into      

human history, taking on flesh, and bringing salvation to His people. 
  

Zechariah continues by proclaiming that God’s salvation is rooted in 

His mercy and His covenant. God made a promise to Abraham and    

his descendants, and now, in the coming of Jesus, He is keeping that 

promise.  God’s mercy is steadfast, and His promises are sure. We      

are invited to respond to this grace by living lives of holiness and    

righteousness. 
  

Finally, Zechariah rejoices that God is bringing a salvation that enables 

His people to “serve him without fear.”  Fear is often one of the greatest 

obstacles to truly living for God. Fear of failure, fear of judgment, fear 

of the unknown.  But Zechariah points us to the freedom that Jesus’ 

coming offers: we are freed from fear and invited into a life of joyful 

service to God. 
  

Let us be reminded of the hope and joy that come from knowing God is 

with us. Advent is not just a time to look back, but also a time to look 

forward with hope to Christ’s second coming. Let us prepare our hearts 

by embracing the reality of God’s near presence in our lives, trusting in 

His strength, and living in the freedom He offers. 
  

Lorrie Gallo, Presbyterian Church of Marion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3  -  December 3 
  
Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be 
saved.  How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder 
against the prayers of your people?  You have fed them with the 
bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 
You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, and  
our enemies mock us.  Restore us, God Almighty;  make your  
face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
       Psalm 80:3-7 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Psalm 80 is a lament, an expression of defeat. The people are  
crying out to God. They believe God allowed Israel to suffer      
defeat and embarrassment at the hands of their foe. The people 
express how they have mourned. It is then they cry our several 
times for God to restore (save) them.  Is this how we react to   
God when we face difficulties in our lives-we blame Him? It is      
in times of trials physical, mental, or spiritual we pray our ‘fox 
hole’ prayers. God never forgets us. We forget Him. So let us all 
pray continually for His help and grace. His face will always shine 
on us and we will be saved. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Jan Orr 
Plumville Presbyterian Church 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Day 4  -  December 4 
         
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 

Branch will bear fruit.   The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel 

and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 

  

       Isaiah 11:1-2 

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Father God elected to bring the Son of God into this world as    

also the Son of Man. Part of the holy mystery is that Jesus is      

fully man. Jesus as God has full understanding of the Father’s  

holiness and of the creation relationship between God and Man. 

Through Spirit   union Jesus is the best part of our humanity 

within us.  Praise God Father for His wisdom in creating Jesus 

and the salvation Jesus bring when we unite through faith with 

him. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Sue Good 

Tanoma Methodist Church 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 5  -  December 5  
  

Relent, Lord! How long will it be?  Have compassion on your          

servants.  Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love 

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  Make us  

glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many 

years as we have seen trouble.  May your deeds be shown to 

your servants, your splendor to their children.  May the           

favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our 

hands for us— yes, establish the work of our hands. 

       Psalm 90:13-17 

  

  

Psalm 90:13-17 is a prayer of Moses asking for God’s mercy and 

favor after reflecting on the brevity of life. Moses calls on God     

to “relent” and return to His people, seeking compassion and  

restoration for the challenges they face. He desires to see God’s 

steadfast love every morning, so that even in the midst of life’s 

struggles, there can be joy and satisfaction in His presence.  

  

“Relent, Lord! How long will it be? Have compassion on your 

servants. Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that 

we may sing for joy and be glad all our days” (Psalm 90:13-14). 

This passage invites us to reflect on our own lives. We often      

experience seasons of difficulty and loss, leaving us longing for 

God’s mercy and compassion. Like   Moses, we can ask God to 

“satisfy” us with His love, to fill us with His joy and purpose     

despite the brokenness around us. God’s love is unfailing, and it 

is this love that sustains us.  

  

Moses prays for gladness, even in proportion to the troubles 

faced, and asks for God’s favor to rest on the work of their hands: 

“May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work 

of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands” (v.17). 

This reminds us that whatever we do, when committed to God, 

can have lasting value. We may not always see the results, but 

God’s favor gives meaning to our efforts. Today, let us trust in His 

compassion, seek His love each morning, and ask for His blessing 

on the work He has given us to do. 

  

  

  

Becca Martin 

New Life Lutheran Church 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6  -  December 6 

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations 

will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the 

sea.   People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming   

on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  At that time they 

will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great      

glory.  When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

       Luke 21:25-28 

  
  

Signs. Since the beginning, man has looked for signs to confirm their 

belief in God and what He said to be true. We, as humans, have an     

innate need for proof and confirmation before moving forward in trust 

and obedience. Possibly one of the most recognized signs is the        

rainbow, God’s promise never to destroy the earth with another flood, 

Genesis 9:11-15. 
  

And truly, our redemption was drawing near with the birth of Jesus. 
  

In the Christmas story, there are multiple signs concerning the birth of 

Jesus, many of which were foretold in the prophets, including Isaiah, 

Moses, and Daniel. All walks of people knew the signs to look for. From 

the highest, Wiseman studied the sky for signs of a coming King and 

followed the star to the lowest, shepherds, who were given signs from 

angels concerning the baby born that night. They knew where to go  

and Who to look for and worshipped Him. Who among us does not 

look skyward in December to see the star, and when we do, feel a    

spark of renewed hope? How many of us still watch “A Charlie Brown 

Christmas” and can quote with Linus, “This shall be a sign unto you. 

You shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 

manger.” Even Herod questioned what the prophecy said and what the 

signs were plotting to kill Jesus to protect his throne. 
  

So, I found it remarkable that even though the signs had been foretold 

and were right before them, many people were still blind to the truth. 

Who they had been longing for had come, and they couldn’t accept Him 

as Truth. 

  

In the above Scripture, Jesus foretold what is to come, and yet there are 

still many blind people walking among us. Share the Good News of the 

Christmas story this season, and proclaim the Gospel far and near. As 

believers, we have the responsibility to lead others to the Babe in the 

manger and the Savior on the cross. 

  

Cindy Rummell 

G.A.P. Ministries 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 7  -  December 7 

  

Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are from 

of old.   Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious 

ways; according to your love remember me, for you, Lord, are 

good. 

       Psalm 25:6-7 

  

  

  

  

  

Everyone sins and makes mistakes. Everyone has at some      

point done something rebellious or foolish. Young people are 

passionate, and may partake in more risky behaviors. In this 

verse, David is asking God to forget and pardon his past sins   

that he committed in his youth. 

  

It may be more likely for the youthful to make mistakes, but    

everyone is prone to temptation and sin. God has always been  

full of love of mercy, and He has always shown faithfulness and 

compassion. We repent because we want God to forget our 

wrongs, and remember when we have done right. If we repent 

and put our faith in God, He can and will forgive us our sins. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Mayvra Braughler 

First Methodist Church of Marion Center 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 8  -  December 8 

When Paul was in jail, he thought about his friends at the church 

in Philippi. He prayed for them as follows:  

  

"And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able 

to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the 

day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God."  

       Philippians 1:9-11 

  

As I write my thoughts about these verses for today, I recognize 

that my prayer in a similar circumstance would be a plea to God 

to get me out of this jail. Earlier this year, I was relegated by the 

local medical/insurance burocracy to Hospice status. I struggled 

and prayed in the loneliness of a hospital bed for understanding 

as to what life in a spiritual body would be like for me. I now    

realize that Paul had a struggle between life and death, (1:21-26) 

but his prayers, unlike mine, were for his loved ones at Philippi  

to have discernment about what is best. . .for the day of Jesus 

Christ. 
  

Our culture overwhelms us with emphasis on our personal well 

being to the point where even our deepest thoughts get crowded 

out with ads for vitamins and cure-all medication. Paul goes on  

in his letter to elaborate that our citizenship is in heaven and we 

eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. (3:20) 
  

Throughout his letter, the main message is one of joy even 

though he is in prison. He knows there is opposition in Philippi, 

but he is rejoicing and he wants his friends to rejoice also. 

"Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 

about anything." (4:4) 
  

As we prepare with joy and anticipation for our celebration of the 

birth of Christ, I join you in asking the Holy Spirit to help us to 

pray today that our loved ones "may be able to discern what is 

best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled 

with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--

to the glory and praise of God." (1:9-11) 

  

David Laird 

Presbyterian Church of Marion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 9  -  December 9 

  

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him,    

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 

wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children 

for Abraham.  The ax is already at the root of the trees, and   

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down  

and thrown into the fire.” 

       Luke 3:7-9 

  

  

  

It is so easy to become arrogant about our faith. We can think 

that because we are members of a church, attend regularly, or 

grew up in a church going family, that we are “in”. But John 

warns us that if we are truly repentant, an important part in     

accepting the gift of salvation in Christ, we must (and will want 

to) produce fruit. We are not to become passive in our service to 

God. If we truly repent, our lives are an ongoing work of trying to 

do better in thankfulness for the amazing gift we are given 

through Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf. If you continue in John 

chapter 3, the crowds ask John what they should do and he       

advises them. Collect no more than you are authorized. Do not 

extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation and 

be content with your wages. In other words, don’t sit back and 

think just because you come to church on Sunday that you have 

done enough. We have to live our lives to honor God – not just 

on Sunday but in our everyday life – both at work and at home. 

In a world that seems to encourage hate, lying, cheating, and     

self-service, we are called to love our neighbor. We are 

called to be kind. We are called to treat others justly and to live 

humbly. In this season of giving, let us open our hearts to those 

around us and share the love that Christ has for us with our 

families, friends, neighbors, strangers, and yes, even those we 

think we just can’t love.  Christ loved us while we were yet        

sinners. We are called to do the same. 

  

  

Sandy Gandolfi 

Plumville Presbyterian Church 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 10  - December 10 

  

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering   

in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah.  John     

answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is 

more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy    

Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he  

will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  And with many 

other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good 

news to them. 

       Luke 3:15-18 

  
  

Close your eyes for a moment and whisk yourself away- back to 

the most magical Christmas you can remember. What visions and 

imagery surround your senses? Listen for the familiar hymns, the 

carols of the angels. Smell the sweet baking spices, the tangy 

pine, the newness. See the candlelight dancing with joy 

and delight. The memories may be clouded and vague or crisp 

and tangible. But even more importantly, what are you feeling? 

Can you feel it? Do you remember? Christmas Eve was and is  

truly a night of mystery and excitement, an aura of wonderment 

and anticipation, a sense of eagerness and expectancy. We just 

can’t wait. We just can’t wait. As we read Luke 3:15-18, the word 

“expectantly” stands out. The crowds of the time were eager with 

anticipation and excitement, subsumed with curiosity and hope 

searching purposefully for the Messiah. Can you imagine the 

yearning, the longing, and the aching in waiting for the gift that 

was yet to come? Our Savior has come. We wait no longer but are 

commanded to fulfill His plan of salvation. Each and every  

morning as our feet hit the floor, we are to accept God’s love and 

grace and listen expectantly to the tasks He has at hand for us. 

Every moment we inhale the breath of life with which we’ve 

been blessed is a moment that ignites our anticipation and     

compels us into action. We are to be delighted, overjoyed, full of 

wonderment, and discipleship driven, reveling in the mystery of 

Jesus’s miracles while also being humbled by the power He 

wields. Celebrate not only this season but celebrate every day 

with abandonment and in the knowledge that Jesus is King. 
  

  

Kris Mabon 

Creekside Methodist Church 

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 11  -  December 11 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those 

who dreamed.   Our mouths were filled with laughter, our 

tongues with songs of joy.  Then it was said among the nations, 

“The Lord has done great things for them.”  The Lord has done 

great things for us, and we are filled with joy.  Restore our     

fortunes, Lord, like streams in the Negev.  Those who sow with 

tears will reap with songs of joy.  Those who go out weeping, 

carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying 

sheaves with them. 

       Psalm 126  
  

Psalm 126 speaks of a moment of great joy and gratitude. The 

people of Israel had experienced exile, suffering, and longing,  

but now, they were witnessing God’s incredible act of restoration. 

Their hearts were so full of joy that it felt like a dream. This 

psalm begins with a celebration of God’s faithfulness—

acknowledging the great things He has done. In Advent, we 

reflect on God’s greatest act of restoration: the coming of Jesus 

Christ, who has already brought salvation to the world. Just as 

the Israelites     rejoiced in their return to the land, we rejoice in 

the arrival of our Savior. 
 

The joy of restoration is contagious. The surrounding nations   

noticed the change in Israel and declared, “The Lord has done 

great things for them.” Our joy in Christ should also be a            

testimony to others. When we recognize God’s work in our lives—

His forgiveness, His presence, and His promises—it brings joy 

not only to our hearts but to the world around us. In this season 

of Advent, let your life reflect the joy of salvation. 
  

Advent is a time of waiting and longing. Just as the Israelites 

sowed with tears in their journey, we too may face seasons of  

sorrow or longing. Yet, the psalm reminds us that God’s promises 

are sure.   Before my mother passed, she said to me, "Please don't 

be sad when I am gone. Keep laughing and living your life loving 

God."  These words have helped me so much through the years 

since she has been gone.  Though we may wait in tears, there will 

be joy in the harvest. Let this truth fill you with hope: Christ has 

come, and He will come again to make all things new.  
  

Prayer:  Lord, thank You for Your faithfulness. Help us to rejoice 

in Your restoration, to live as witnesses of Your goodness, and to 

wait with hope for the joy that is to come. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

  

Janice Brocious, New Life Lutheran Church 

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 12  -  December 12 

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly 

life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own   

glory and goodness.  Through these he has given us his very 

great and precious promises, so that through them you may 

participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption 

in the world caused by evil desires.  For this very reason, make 

every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, 

mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 

  

       2 Peter 1:3-7 

  

This Scripture tells us that God has given us everything we need 

to live a godly life. But we may ask ourselves, “Why am I so  

flawed?” I don’t know about you, but I have noticed that what I 

consume daily affects me. Whether it be the food I eat, the 

shows I watch, the books I read, or the music I listen to. It all    

affects me, either positively or negatively. 

  

You may have heard it said, “You are what you eat.” I believe we 

will also become what we consume with our other senses. 

Have you considered what and how much you are consuming? 

Not only eating, but what are you taking in, listening to, 

watching, reading? Do these things fuel your faith and encourage 

you to seek Jesus? Do they point to Him? Do they refresh 

your soul? I want to encourage you to take a mental inventory  

before, during, and after you consume anything. Ask yourself, 

why am I turning to this? How does it make me feel? Does this 

supplement my faith? And, of course, invite the Holy Spirit 

to come on this journey with you. 

  

Every day, we have a choice. A choice between life and death 

(Deuteronomy 30:19). Our everyday decisions will impact 

our Christian Walk, our relationships, our character, and the  

fruit we produce. We will never be perfect. But thankfully, God 

grants us new mercies every day (Lamentations 3: 21-23). He   

has given us divine power through His Holy Spirit! And 

through this, we can partake in His divine nature! 

  

Brittany Hipple 

G.A.P. Ministries 

  

  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 13  - December 13 

  
“In that day I will restore David’s fallen shelter.  I will repair its 
broken walls and restore its ruin and will rebuild it as it used to 
be, so that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the 
nations that bear my name,]” declares the Lord, who will do  
these things.       
       Amos 9:11-12 
  

  
  
  
These verses remind us of two ways in which God works in our 
lives; God promises to raise up and restore what is broken and 
God redeems by rebuilding what has been torn down. In your life 
today, I encourage you to remember that God is a handyman. I 
want to encourage you today, as you face any brokenness in your 
life or in the world around you, or as you wrestle with questions 
like, “Can God really fix this? Can He restore or redeem this     
situation?” Remember, the God we worship is a redeemer, a     
restorer, and a rebuilder. Any brokenness that you are                
experiencing in your life can be repaired by God.  I am not sure 
what your specific situation is, and I cannot guarantee how things 
will turn out, but I can guarantee you that God is able to take 
things that are evil and use it for good. The brokenness and ruin 
in your life will work out for the good if we walk through these 
hardships with God. He promises to work all things together for 
the good of those who love Him and are called according to his 
purpose. Trust God the Redeemer. God is not only our redeemer, 
but He is the redeemer of, “all the nations that bear my name,”. 
As we see how things in our society can discourage us we must 
not forget that God is here to redeem all the peoples of the earth. 
We must ask the Lord to pray for redemption not only in our lives 
but for all lives across the world. Call people from every tribe, 
language, and nation to turn to you. Redeem them and make 
them your own! 
  
  
  
  
  
Joey Semetkoskey 
First Methodist Church of Marion Center 
  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 14  -  December 14 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when the reaper   
will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one 
treading grapes.  New wine will drip from the mountains 
and flow from all the hills, and I will bring my people Israel 
back from exile.  “They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in 

them.  They will plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will 
make gardens and eat their fruit.   I will plant Israel in their 
own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given 
them,” says the Lord your God.    
       Amos 9:13-15 
  

The darkness of this time of year can be hard for many who struggle in 

this broken world physically, emotionally, mentally, financially, and 
spiritually with broken relationships, health concerns and failures. Evil 
seems to be prevalent, and it is hard to see the light coming and have 
hope for the morning. 
  

In the final verses of the Book of Amos, we are given a glimpse of a 
beautiful, restorative future for Israel. Amos, a prophet who spoke 
harshly about Israel’s social injustices and idolatry, ends on a note of 
hope. After all the warnings, after the exile, after the destruction, God 
promises a time when everything will be made new. God’s people will 
return from exile, rebuild what has been destroyed, and be settled in 
the land He had promised them.  This promise is not just of a return to 
land but of a return to relationship with God—a restoration of all that 
was lost. 
  

Advent is a season of waiting and preparing for the arrival of the    
promised Savior. Just as Amos speaks of a future restoration for Israel, 

Advent calls us to reflect on how Christ’s first coming began the process 
of spiritual restoration. Christ’s birth brings the beginning of the        
fulfillment of God’s promises to His people—not just for Israel, but    
for all nations. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus initiates 
a new Kingdom where brokenness and injustice are overturned. 
  

But Advent also reminds us that we are waiting for Christ’s second 
coming—a time when the fullness of God’s restoration will be realized. 
In that final day, we will experience the true overflow of God’s         
goodness. There will be no more sorrow, no more pain, but only joy, 
peace, and a fullness of life that is   beyond our current understanding. 
The darkness will fade, and the light will shine brightly. 

  
Lorrie Gallo 
Presbyterian Church of Marion 

  
  
  
  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 15  -  December 15 
 
 I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my           
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will  
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
      Philippians 1:3-6 
  
  
  
  
In this day and age it’s hard to imagine that for most of my life, 
when my phone rang, I answered it without knowing who was on 
the other end. Now many people have told me they never answer 
unless they know the caller. But now when my cell phone rings 
and the caller’s name shows up on the screen, often my 
face involuntarily breaks into a smile. There are people who bring 
joy just in the anticipation of hearing their voice. 
  
Writing from prison, Paul has the same feeling of joy when he is 
reminded of his friends at the church in Philippi. Some scholars 
call Philippians the Epistle of Joy.  It’s obvious that Paul has a 
close bond with the church there and wonderful 
memories of the people that he has befriended. 
  
As I lead worship in so many churches in our area, I like to see 
how each church does a worship service. No two churches are 
quite the same. I may be a bit biased, but my home church at 
Plumville is the hands-down winner at Passing the Peace. The joy 
and fellowship expressed by the friends there during that time, 
set within, as Paul writes, the partnership of the Gospel, is a sight 
to behold! 
  
Joy is one of the primary themes of the Advent season. Think of 
the name you’d most like to see appear on the screen of your 
phone. That’s what Paul meant when he thought of the             
Philippians, and how Christ smiles when he thinks of His 
church! 

  
  
Randy Stear 
Plumville Presbyterian Church  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 16  -  December 16 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  

The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; he 

has become my salvation.”  With joy you will draw water from 

the wells of salvation.  In that day you will say:  “Give praise     

to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the          

nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is          

exalted.  Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;         

let this be known to all the world.  Shout aloud and sing for 

joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among 

you.” 

       Isaiah 12:2-6 

  

Advent Hope: God is Our Salvation 

Surely God is my salvation! Praise the Lord! He is good and    

worthy to be praised!  

  

As we journey through Advent, we are reminded of the deep joy 

and hope that comes from receiving and trusting in God’s 

salvation—a priceless gift to all who accept Christ as their Lord 

and 

Savior. When we accept Christ, we are justified.  Justification is 

what Christ does for us when we are saved—it’s “just as if” we 

never sinned. We are declared righteous! Jesus removes the guilt, 

the penalty (death), and the punishment (hell) of sin. Now that’s 

a gift that beats any 3-in-1 gadget under the tree. But here’s the 

question: how often do we give praise for this incredible gift? 

When you return to work or school after the holidays and 

everyone asks what the best gift was—how many of us actually 

brag about our God and the gift of salvation? 

  

Even simply giving praise to the Lord can be difficult, but why? 

When our son, Trenton, was small, he would often throw his 

hand in the air and shout, “Praise the Lord!” One day, I caught 

him on the kitchen counter, about to help himself to a bag of 

marshmallows. I yelled, “What are you doing?”  He immediately 

dropped the bag, raised his hand, and shouted, “Praise the Lord!” 

  

What draws out your spontaneous “Praise the Lord!”? What 

prompts you to proclaim His name—in your home, your         

community, your world? 

  

(continued on next page) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can have absolute confidence that God alone is the one who 

saves—whether from personal struggles, life’s challenges, or  

eternal separation from God. Isaiah 12:2-6 reminds us to rejoice 

in the Lord as our strength, our song, and our Savior. Even in a 

world of uncertainty, we can stand firm with unshakable         

confidence in God’s faithfulness. 

  

This Advent, let’s make a commitment to live out that confidence, 

rejoicing in God’s salvation and proclaiming His greatness   

wherever we go. 

  

Lori Marshall 

Creekside Methodist Church 

  

Day 17  -  December 17 

  

  

  

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.   Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace 

of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.     

  

      Philippians 4:4-7 

  

We are told to ‘not be anxious about anything’ – We are not 

asked, begged, requested, or invited; we are told. So how do we 

do that? When there was something to worry about, my mom 

used to say, “I will give it to God, but I am not done with it yet.”   

I think that there is probably a lot of us who feel that 

way. I know I do. And then, it goes beyond just not being anxious 

– we have to rejoice too! We are not called to rejoice in this life 

with all of its pain. We are called to rejoice in the Lord! So, as we 

draw closer to the day of celebration, let us take those moments 

to slow down and put the hustle and bustle aside to Be Still – and 

Rejoice in the Lord! I will say it again: Rejoice! 

    
  

Darla Ritenour 

New Life Lutheran Church 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 18  -  December 18 
  

  

 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill 

country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and 

greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 

baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit.   In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the child you will bear!   But why am I so 

favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?   As 

soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in 

my womb leaped for joy.   Blessed is she who has believed that 

the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 

  

       Luke 1:39-45 

  

  

  

Has God ever promised you something that seemed crazy? I 

think if there was ever a contest, Mary would win that one. 

I can imagine, she probably thought she was losing her mind, 

when God spoke to her about the coming Messiah. The King was 

leaving His throne to dwell among us. Mary had been chosen to 

be a vessel, and be a part of bringing Him into the world! She was 

a virgin, who was promised to marry Joseph. SCANDALOUS! 

  

What has God spoken to you? Does it seem a little nuts? We can 

find comfort in reading Mary’s story in scripture. Not only did 

God use her, but He blessed her. God chooses to speak to us,    

and he will confirm what He has spoken.  God gave Mary          

confirmation through this beautiful moment with Elizabeth.     

Not only was Elizabeth filled with the Holy Spirit, but so was 

John the Baptist in her womb. So, whatever God has called you 

to, remember that you are not alone. God is with you. God loves 

you, and He wants to bless you. 

  

  

  

  

  

Brittany Hipple 

G.A.P. Ministries 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 19  -  December 19 

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit       

rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the      

humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will 

call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for 

me— holy is his name.   His mercy extends to those who fear 

him, from generation to generation.  He has performed mighty 

deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in 

their inmost thoughts.  He has brought down rulers from their 

thrones but has lifted up the humble.  He has filled the hungry 

with good things but has sent the rich away empty.  He has 

helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to     

Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our 

ancestors.” 

       Luke 1:46-55 
  

We have all experienced at least one or more life-changing events 

in our lives. During the easy challenges, we may have rejoiced. 

During difficult times, we may have experienced feelings of       

anger, fear, and hopelessness.  Some of us have even lost our 

faith in God. 
  

In the scripture for today, we meet Mary, the future mother of 

Jesus. Mary was young, about 16, betrothed but not married, 

poor, a nobody, but she has an unshakeable faith in God. She has 

learned from an angel of God that she has been chosen to birth 

the Messiah, the Savior God has promised throughout Israel’s 

history. She has come to visit Elizabeth, her cousin. Elizabeth 

tells her she knows her baby will be the chosen one! 
  

How does she react to this challenging event in her life? She sings 

a song of praise to her loving God! She praises God for choosing 

her out of all women to birth the Messiah. She praises God for his 

care of the downtrodden of society. She praises God for keeping 

his promises to the Jewish people and sending the long-awaited 

Messiah. What faith and trust this young woman had! Oh, that 

we could all have this faith and trust in God’s will for our lives. 
  

Our God is so worthy of our praise! Every day, we as followers of 

Christ, have much to praise God for, even when good or bad      

life-changing events happen. So today (and every day), be a Mary. 

Sing or say a prayer that praises God, the One who can be trusted 

with your life because He loves and cares for each one of us. 
  

Margaret Smith, First Methodist Church of Marion Center 

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 20  -  December 20 

  

Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not   

believe.   They disagreed among themselves and began to leave 

after Paul had made this final statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke 

the truth to your ancestors when he said through Isaiah the 

prophet: “‘Go to this people and say, “You will be ever hearing 

but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never    

perceiving.”  For this people’s heart has become calloused; they 

hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes.  

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ 

“Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has been 

sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!” 

       Acts 28:24-28 
  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.” (John 1:1) The Word came to God’s Chosen People 

when the baby Jesus, the Christ Child, was born in a manger. “He came 

to that which was his own but his own    did not receive him. Yet to all 

who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God.” (John 1:11,12) 
  

Christ’s ministry was rejected by those who had risen to authority in 

the Jewish community in Jerusalem. 
  

Though many who heard the Word were baptized into the faith and the 

Holy Spirit was received by increasing numbers after the resurrection 

and ascension of the revealed Christ, the apostles of the Way (to eternal 

life) were hunted down and imprisoned by Jewish authorities in order 

to quell the message that Jesus taught 

them and commanded them to tell others. 
  

Three days after the imprisoned apostle Paul arrived in Rome as a    

Roman citizen to present his case to Caesar, “he called together the 

leaders of the Jews.” (Acts 28:17) A large number assembled. “From 

morning until evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom 

of God… Some were convinced by what he said, but others did not     

believe.” (Acts 28:23,24) As recorded in the last words written in the 

book of Acts, Paul declares to those hearing but not believing that the 

Holy Spirit spoke the truth to their    ancestors through Isaiah the 

prophet when he said that “they hardly heard with their ears and have 

closed their eyes.  Otherwise, they might see with their eyes, hear with 

their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal 

them.”  (Acts 28:27) 

  
  

(continued on next page) 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul closes his appeal to those still standing before him with the        

declaration:  “Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has 

been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!” (Acts 28:28) 
  

We Gentiles who hear and see and understand have been blessed by 

God’s Word sent to us: The Babe born in a manger suffered and died on 

a cross for the redemption of our sins so that we who believe might be 

healed and spend eternity with our Savior. 
  

Additional NIV references: 

Acts 10:45: “The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded…the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.” 
  

Acts 11:18: “God has granted even the Gentiles the repentance unto 

life.” 

  

Acts 13:26, 47, and 48 

Acts 14:7 

Acts 26:23 
  

Hear the Word of the Lord! 
  

Nancy Stiver Laird 

Presbyterian Church of Marion 
  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 Day 21  -  December 21 

And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  Day after day every 

priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again 

he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away 

sins.   But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, and since that 

time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool.  For by 

one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being 

made holy. 

      Hebrews 10:10-14 
  

  

Jesus, as the Son of God was holy and without sin. People had to 

bring their animal sacrifices to the priests in order to have their 

sins forgiven. Day after day the Priest offered up sacrifice 

after sacrifice for the people. However, the animal sacrifices had 

to be offered again because sin continued to happen again. When 

Jesus offered up his life no other sacrifice was ever needed. Jesus 

was the perfect sacrifice for all time, holy and without sin. 

Believers are considered perfected or complete without sin before 

God because of Jesus’ sacrifice. This means that our sins are fully 

gone, forgiven. We are now positioned as holy in God’s eyes; 

however, we are still called to actively pursue ongoing growth in 

faithfulness all of our lives. We do this by the daily choices we 

make and how we live our daily lives. The goal is to continually 

strive to become more like Christ and less like our sinful selves. 

  

Deb Weaver 

Plumville Presbyterian Church 
  
  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Day 22  -  December 22 

  

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy 

we have in the presence of our God because of you?  Night and 

day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and  

supply what is lacking in your faith.  Now may our God and  

Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come 

to you.  May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for 

each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.  May 

he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy 

in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus 

comes with all his holy ones. 

      1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
  
 
 
 
 
Paul’s message to the Thessalonian church is a lesson for us.    
We are to celebrate the joy and strength within the fellowship  
union found in Christian belief. Jesus, Son of Man, the most  
awesome individual, gives all His being as a sacrifice for every 
person to be able to connect to the Father. We are to follow the 
example and lift up each other. Let us celebrate our diversity  
with respect and joy. 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Good 
Tanoma Methodist Church 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 23  -  December 23 
  

So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewared.  You 

need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will 

receive what he has promised.  For, “In just a little while, he who is 

coming will come and will not delay.”   And, “But my righteous one 

will live by faith.  And I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks back.”  

But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but 

to those who have faith and are saved. 

      Hebrews 10:35-39 
  

A woman sat in back of the ER waiting room while her family member 

was being tested for injuries, after she fell that evening. She noticed 

that the front row of seats was filled with restless young men who     

focused their attention on the interview room in front of them. Soon 

another young man with a face injury came out of the room and sat in 

their midst, while his friends gathered round saying, “You’ll be okay,” 

and “We’ve got your back.” The woman approached them with concern, 

wondering what happened, and learned he had a collision with another 

player in  a basketball game. She was moved to ask if he would like her 

to pray for him, and he said, ”Yes.” All the young men bowed their 

heads while she put her hand on him and prayed for healing. 
  

The elderly woman rode the electric cart with groceries to her car in the 

parking lot and began unloading it. A man walking past stopped to help 

her, and when they were finished he asked if she was okay, and would 

she like him to pray for her. She agreed, and received a heartfelt prayer 

from him. He then said he would take her cart back in for her. 
  

We see this scripture being acted out in the actions of these two     

Christian people, who felt moved by the Spirit to help someone in  

need. Let us be aware of the people we meet every day, and help 

where we can. The Holy Spirit will give us the strength to do what is 

needed and the words to say, or the patience to listen to what they have 

to say. 
  

 

 

 

Yvonne Learn 

New Life Lutheran Church 
  

  

Day 24  -  December 24 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Day 24  -  December 24 

  

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 

Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came    

together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy  

Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet 

did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 

divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do 

not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.   She will give birth to a son, 

and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).  

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.  But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 

him the name Jesus.    Matthew 1:18-25 

 
  

Has someone ever told you something you believed was an outright lie and felt the pain of 

betrayal? Did your eyes see a different story than what was being said to you? Since the Fall, 

when Adam and Eve betrayed God by breaking the one rule He had given them, betrayal has 

been part of humanity’s story.  Human nature causes us to mistrust people, not believing 

something unless we have refutable proof. God knows and understands this. I think this is 

why  He sent the angel to Joseph. 
  

Let’s look at the Christmas story from the perspective of betrayal and reconciliation. 
  

Our hero: Joseph, a man faithful to the law, kind, and in love with our heroine, Mary, a young 

virgin, righteous enough to have found favor with God to carry His Son. 
  

Shock. Betrayal. Heartache. Joseph felt all these emotions when Mary couldn’t hide her 

growing belly. Though she told Joseph she had not been unfaithful to him and was carrying 

God’s Child, Immanuel, he simply could not believe her. Yet Mary was telling the truth. She, 

too, must have felt hurt at the mistrust that Joseph now placed upon her. Why couldn’t he give 

her the benefit of the doubt when lying was out   of character for her? Her parents also must 

have felt disgraced and   disappointed. Joseph was in turmoil and trying to sort this out on his 

own. He thought to divorce her quietly because he was a kind man and loved her. He would 

not accuse her of adultery so that no charges could be brought against her. It was not 

acceptable in Jewish culture to be an unwed pregnant woman. 
  

But Joseph was part of God’s redemptive plan. God had chosen him to be Jesus’ earthly father 

and Mary’s husband. In His infinite wisdom, God revealed to Joseph in such a way he could 

not deny Mary was    telling him the truth. The angel revealed God’s plan. The baby Mary was 

carrying was of the Holy Spirit, not man. This child would save the people from their sins.  

Mary had not betrayed him! Joseph was then obedient to the Lord and took Mary into his 

home as his wife. Mary and Joseph were reconciled, and God and man were reconciled with 

the birth of Jesus. 
  

Cindy Rummel 

G.A.P. Ministries 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 25 -  December 25 
  

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should 

be taken of the entire Roman world.   (This was the first census that 

took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)   And everyone 

went to their own town to register.  So Joseph also went up from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went 

there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 

him and was expecting a child.   While they were there, the time 

came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 

son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no guest room available for them. 

        Luke 2:1-7 

O HOLY NIGHT 

Luke 2: 1-7 
  

Jesus' birth, recorded in Luke 2: 1-7, describes a young couple's 

obedience to God and the Roman government, their physical   

endurance, and the emotional circumstances that affected the 

couple's relationship. 
  

Mary and Joseph, an engaged Hebrew couple, looked forward to their 

marriage. But Mary became pregnant, but not by Joseph. When she 

explained that through the power of the Holy Spirit, she had 

conceived and would bear God's Son, Joseph didn't believe her. 

Greatly upset, he decided to divorce Mary. God intervened, gave the 

young man the facts, and told Joseph to name the child “Jesus.” 
  

Then the Roman government added to the couple's shaky           

situation. In his infinite wisdom or endless greed, Empire Caesar 

Augustus levied a tax on all people of the great and far flung empire.  

Everyone must register their names in the town of their family's 

ancestor. 
  

Mighty Caesar had thrown Mary and Joseph a triple whammy: Hebrew 

Jews hated kowtowing to the Roman pagans; money  didn't grow on trees; 

and Mary would soon deliver her son. The engaged pair packed supplies 

and provisions for the trek from Nazareth, their hometown, to King 

David's Bethlehem.  After a cold, uphill 60+-mile journey, they reached 

their ancestral town. And just in time. 
 

Since everybody and their brother had crowded into Bethlehem as 

ordered, lodging was at a premium.  By a stroke of luck, an innkeeper 

offered them shelter in a small animal building. Mary made no complaints 

and after midnight, she held the divine holy child of God in her arms. “His 

name,” Joseph declared, “is Jesus.”  The Old Testament prophecies of 

Christ's birth had been fulfilled. Merry Christ Mass to all. 

  

Jane Smith 

First Methodist Church of Marion Center 

  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  

  

About this collection… 
  
In 2014, several congregations of the Marion Center Area         

Ministerium created a collection of devotions for the season of 

Advent to share voices and perspectives as we all prepare for the 

coming of Christ. The collection was so well received  over the 

past few years that we wanted to come together again to make 

available a new collection of voices from our brothers and sisters 

in Christ across the Marion Center area, all helping us to turn our 

focus onto the coming of Christ, both as we celebrate Christmas, 

and as we look ahead to the coming of Jesus in victory and the 

new creation.  

  

The passages in these devotions are quite likely ones you will     

be hearing on Sunday mornings throughout the season of         

Advent. They are taken from what is known as the Revised     

Common Lectionary, a pattern for selecting Scripture readings 

through the church year in a cycle of three years. So you will see 

in these pages a variety of kinds of biblical books—prophets and 

psalms, epistles and stories. And hopefully they will fit with the 

Good News being shared on Sunday mornings across our         

community as well.  

  

We pray that this season and these devotions are a blessing for 

your own faith and your own faith journey.  And we give thanks 

to all who have offered their voices to this collection.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Devotions for this booklet have come from  

voices in these congregations:  

  

******** 

Creekside Methodist Church 

******** 

First Methodist Church of Marion Center 

******** 

G.A.P. Ministries  - Rev. Jackie Greene 

******** 

New Life Lutheran Church 

******** 

Plumville Presbyterian Church 

******** 

Presbyterian Church of Marion 

******** 

Tanoma Methodist Church 

******** 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


