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Acts 16:12-15

From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we
stayed there several days. On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find

a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. One of those listening
was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God.

The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the members of her household were
baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my
house.” And she persuaded us.

I wish people could know how wonderful it is to know Jesus Christ. There are people who believe there is no
need to have religion as a part of their lives. To not be devoted to God is something they seek after. Some think
salvation is something made up by human beings who cope with life on life’s terms. Some feel there is no need
for God and have an “I can make it on my own” attitude. They believe to give heed to what God says is for fools
and they don’t want to be a fool. People who are Christians don't understand this thinking that is why this text is
so attractive to us. We get to see a young woman who is devoted to God, her name is Lydia.

We know almost nothing about Lydia, but what we know fascinates us. Who was this woman making her way
independently in a world run by men? Who was this Gentile who sought the God of Judaism? The text tells us
only that she was a “seller of purple goods, and most importantly she is a worshiper of God.” However, in just
those two phrases, Scripture with its stunning brevity show us that work and worship both had their place in the
life of this remarkable, busy woman. Salvation opens one’s heart to hospitality and fellowship. Salvation changes
the heart and makes it welcoming and accepting.

(continued on next page)
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How does the Holy Spirit open the heart to hospitality and fellowship?
1. The Holy Spirit Is Working Way Before the Moment of Salvation.

God is moving before the moment of salvation. Lydia was Paul’s first convert. Lydia was among
the women praying with the Jewish women on the seashore. The Holy Spirit was moving upon the
heart of Lydia. The late Archbishop Temple of Canterbury, a knowledgeable leader and a scholar in
his own right, declared that a fundamental principle in theology is that “God is Spirit.” God has and
continues to reveal Himself throughout time in many ways, but in human history He acted (and does
act) to make Himself uniquely and fully known in Jesus Christ.

2. It Is the Lord Who Opens the Heart to Salvation Not Us.

The Lord opened Lydia’s heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. Only God can open up
the heart. As soon as Lydia was baptized, she sought to have the disciples stay at her house and
begged them to be her guest.

3. The Lord Changes the Heart When Salvation Comes.

God through the power of the Holy Spirit made Lydia a worshipper of God. Salvation makes us worshippers
of God. Salvation causes us to love God with our whole hearts and minds. The gospel is not a system of
reason. It is the message about a person, that changes the heart of a person, it is about Jesus Christ, and His
redemptive work. Because humankind could not be saved by reason or worldly wisdom God provided
salvation in His Son.

I wish people could know how wonderful it is to know Jesus Christ. Lydia needed Jesus. Lydia accepted Jesus
and her heart was opened to love and fellowship. Salvation is available to all who will have Jesus. Take Jesus in
your heart and you will never be the same.

Yours Because of Him,
Angel

(Article written by Dr. Angel De La Cruz, our moderator)

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a
prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources: \%

Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work together to seek out and
prayerfully discern the person who, even now, is being called to serve, lead, and journey with ey FoR
the Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the PNC’s assistance.

HOW TO

-

As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and known us; you discern our
thoughts from afar; you follow our journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be with them now, Father. As they
continue in this search process, be present among them, and guide each step they take. Guide them in all their doings,
Gracious God.

Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and perspectives
as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them some Holy rest when rest
is needed.

Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and among all
participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.

Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in the way
of this call. Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.

Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their tasks are
complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your wisdom, they will have
accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know that you are God.

Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.



JULY & AUGUST WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

July 5. 2026 August 2, 2026
Denny Weaver Denny Weaver
The Lord’s Supper will be served The Lord’s Supper will be served
July 12, 2026 August 9, 2026
Pastor Doug Snyder Pastor Doug Snyder
July 19, 2026 August 16, 2026
Donna Yarnal T.J. Spencer
July 26, 2026 August 23, 2023
Randy Stear Rev. Katelyn Hendrickson
Worship with us at the
Marion Center Community Park August 30, 2026
T.J. Spencer

Hearing Assist Headsets.... Having trouble hearing?

Wish you could have something repeated because you didn’t quite catch the whole thing?
Everyone’s voice is different and although we try to adjust the microphone it may still be
difficult for some of you to hear.

We are pleased to share we have a solution for that! The Olson family with the donations
they received in memory of Russell have purchased an assisted hearing unit that can help
up to ten people. You simply put the headphones on, turn the remote on

and adjust the volume to your liking. If you would like to try one, see us on Sunday
morning and we will gladly get you one.

Vacation Bible School...

It’s almost time! VBS begins July 12" and runs through July 16™. Join us each evening from 6:15 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. as we shine a light on who Jesus is!

VBS is at our church this year. Kids ages 4 through 6th grade are invited for an illuminating time!
Pre-registration is not required but really helps us with planning. You can register at the link below or pick up a
paper application in the Narthex and return completed form to Beth.

https://tinyurl.com/vbs26reg
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‘I B Donations of small bottles of water..... ~
VBS is looking for cases of the small bottled water. If you would like %

0 an aﬂQXﬁ to donate a case, please bring it to the church by July Sth.

Cookies for the program....

They are looking for a variety of cookies for the social following the program on Thursday,
July 16th. If you would like to make and donate 2-3 dozen, please let Beth know. Cookies
would need to be dropped off at the church Wednesday afternoon or Wednesday evening
during VBS.

Worship & Picnic in the Park...

Join us on Sunday, July 26th at the Marion Center Community
Park for worship. Following Worship we will have a church
picnic.

& PICNIC
IN THE

Chicken, paper products, water and coffee will be provided.
Please bring a covered dish to share.

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy church in God’s big beautiful outdoors as well as a time of fellowship.

\,;\ssion €
The July mission outreach will be a continued collection for our

(Q» Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes.

Outreaé‘\

This month we will focus on the following items:

School Supplies Toys

Small games Small crafts

Kids books Small calculators

Wow items — these are bigger toys or stuffed animals that
would be considered the bigger gift in their box of goodies

Last year we set a goal of 60 and we filled 63 shoeboxes.
Can we hit 70?
We think we can!!!
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é\ ¢ The mission outreach for August will be to support the
Chevy Chase Community Center’s Farmer’s Market.
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‘ .;"6;6 : b We will be collecting monetary donations
' 961 ‘| ' throughout the month. You can mark your offering envelope with the

portion you wish to donate to the Chevy Chase Center.

The Farmer’s Market program offers a chance for community members to
stop by Monday through Friday between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to pick up

"‘ ; ;@A‘,V\ breads, fresh produce and other grocery items at no cost.

Prayver Reguests

Rest Home Folks: The Fountains of Indiana - Doris Glasser
St. Andrew’s - Elaine Edwards

PNC Committee:

Active Military Service: Louis Good

Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie, Chuck Glasser and Tonya Watkins

JULY ELDERS

July 5 —Janis Baun
July 12 — Dave Meese
July 19 — Dave Meese
July 25 — Fred Turner

JULY DEACON OF THE MONTH
Lynette Clawson

JULY BIRTHDAYS
7 Carol Fry
11 T.J. Banks ;%%
12 Lennon Brown
Gary Kanouff Bll'mﬂﬂYS
18 Connie Edwards '\TlliS Mﬂllﬂl
Heather Hood

25 Amanda Kanouff
27 Lorrie Gallo

28 Amy Lowmaster
29 Natalie Gatskie

AUGUST ELDER OF THE MONTH
Sheri Repine

AUGUST DEACON OF THE MONTH
Linda Glasser

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

1  Shalisa Ekis

9 Chad Repine
Owen Snyder

13 Bobbie Farren
Ken Mottorn
Michael Turner

14 Jan Gallo
Maggie Hood

19 Hunter Armstrong

21 Claire Hood

28 Gary Hood



JULY ANNIVERSARIES AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

7-3 Ralph & Julie Kellar - 22" 8-11 Gary & Donna Kanouff - 47%
7-8 Nick & Shawnee Armstrong - 26" q 8-12 Rev. Bruce & Anne Shannon - 48"
7-13 Warren & Jennifer Frederick - 24" s oo SO0 8-14 Galen & Meghan Moore - 22"

8-20 Chuck & Linda Glasser - 43"
8-30 Jon & Heather Hood - 29%
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ONE NATION UNDER GOD

BLESSED IS THE NATION WHOSE GOD IS THE LORD. PSALM 33:12

T
e\



