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“LIGHT FROM THE HILL”
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Carol Fry Linda Glasser Cindy Mouser Bobbie Farren Calvin Farren Bev Gatskie
Shawna Stanley Jim Sisitki

PEACE IN THE SNOW

Awe, fresh falling snow this morning in Western Pa. A hunter’s dream! But it’s not hunting season so just
looking out my back door and enjoying the peacefulness of it. Hey, but what do my wondering eyes see but a few
deer sneaking through our back woods.

Deer have been a sign of PEACE for my husband and me for many years. We appreciate deer and love to watch
them and study their habits. Can you spot them in the woods? As a hunter you train your eyes to focus in on
horizontal things as most things in the woods are vertical. They were just sauntering through, eating as they went.
I kept watching for them to come out the other side but then realized they laid down. They are at PEACE.
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I’m in search of PEACE. How about you? The world does not and cannot offer us peace. So I lift up my eyes to
the hills where my help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth (Psalm 121:1-2). Just as my eyes are trained
to spot deer in the woods, | use the eyes of my heart to search for the Lord.

I also see in Isaiah 26:3 that | can keep in perfect PEACE when my mind stays on God as that shows I trust in
Him. John tells me in 14:27 that Jesus said he leaves His PEACE with me, and gives His peace to me but it’s not
as the world gives peace. Jesus said to not let my heart be troubled or for me not to be afraid.

So now | have engaged my eyes, mind, and heart and have found sweet PEACE in my Lord.

#abundantlivingatfulldraw  [pics by me - JG]

Acrticle written by
Pastor Jackie Greene
G.A.P. Ministries/Celebrate Life

**This article comes from Pastor Greene’s Facebook page Abundant Living at Full Draw.
If you would like to read more of her posts, visit and like her page on Facebook.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

January 7, 2024 February 4, 2024

Rev. Howard Greenfield Rev. Katelyn Hendrickson

The Lord’s Supper will also be served The Lord’s Supper will be served
January 14, 2024 February 11, 2024

Pastor Doug Snyder Pastor Doug Snyder

January 21, 2024 February 18, 2024

Dr. Angel De Le Cruz Pastor Jackie Greene

Annual Congregational meeting 10:00 a.m.
Ordination and Installation of Officers during Worship February 25, 2024
Randy Stear

January 28, 2024
Randy Stear

A note from your PNC...

Throughout the last year, the PNC has read 43 resumes or PIFs of available
ministers from all over the world. We have spent many hours watching
sermons, reading blogs, and researching possible matches, and we have
then contacted individuals.

An update from our

PASTOR

In July, the PCUSA completely changed the website, causing additional NOMINATING

challenges to locate individuals. We no longer see the name, location or

statement of faith before asking the person to apply. Once we ask someone
to apply, some respond, while others do not. Of those that have responded,
some cite geographical location or being in talks with other congregations.

COMMITTEE

Unfortunately, at this point we have not found the person God is calling for our congregation, so we continue to
work. Please keep us in your prayers.


https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/abundantlivingatfulldraw?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWiLqM9nUHT9-wuxdYouXJtKEzFbHsS8xIoFQhMPrCe7RWO59Mbpjvj-Un7qA3mzXiAHQR_ru3adBxuRZNEnoD3SA3qS5GXIb9QxVsYZbFb_pvVZEZydSmE_mEgBvJzb0_xevKGjheu0AU_mrFlziAUtqPBfY9YzGGyId-V_6iAEnIQp-5DjvTacfo54T4rZqM&__tn__=*NK-R

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a
prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources:

Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work together to
seek out and prayerfully discern the person who, even now, is being called to

serve, lead, and journey with the Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to A Prayer
come to the PNC’s assistance. for our

As it is written in Psalm 139, ... you have searched us out and known us; you
discern our thoughts from afar; you follow our journeys and are acquainted with ~
all our ways ...” Be with them now, Father. As they continue in this search
process, be present among them, and guide each step they take. Guide them in all
their doings, Gracious God.

Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and

perspectives as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them some Holy
rest when rest is needed.

Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and among all
participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.

Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in the way
of this call. Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.

Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their tasks are
complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your wisdom, they will have
accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know that you are God.

Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Session Update...
The Session has been busy maintaining the buildings and properties in
addition to planning for worship and mission.

Session

We have supported fifteen missionaries, ministries, and agencies
along with 38 shoe boxes packed for Operation Christmas Child. In
addition, our church hosted the ladies’ tea and Harvest Fest while
eight community groups use our facility weekly.

In the last year, ductwork and three furnaces have been replaced. With the help of many people, much is
happening to keep the church moving forward during this time of transition.

Looking ahead, pulpit supply for most of 2024 is in place, as well as, most of our mission projects.

We need people with different talents and skills to do small but important tasks. R&S works to do the upkeep and
maintenance both inside and outside. The mission group selects, plans and organizes the various mission projects
that the church supports throughout the year. The outreach group plans fellowship events like the Ladies’ tea and
Fall Fest and needs people who like to coordinate gatherings. The worship committee plans for Advent, Lent and
regular services. This year we will host the community VBS in July. If you are interested in helping with either
the physical work or planning programs and worship, please speak with an elder. We would be happy to have
your assistance.

2024 Per Capita... The per capita rate for 2024 is $27.40 per member. The breakdown of P ‘
where that money goes is $25 to the Presbytery and $2.40 to the Synod. Session has voted not to
pay the $10 part of the per capita that goes to General Assembly. Caplta




Annual Congregational Meeting...
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**Please note this is different than December Newsletter** mz

The annual congregational meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2024 at 10 am. All

.2 CONGREGATIONAL
members are invited and encouraged to attend as we need to make sure we have a quorum. MEETING
We will be looking at 2023 in review and electing officers for the class of 2026. The church
service will follow at 10:30 with the installation of officers

Active Member...

The Book of Order states, “An active member of a particular church is a
person who has made a profession of faith in Christ, has been baptized,
has been received into membership of the church, has voluntarily
submitted to the government of this church, and participates in the

"% 8\ EMBERSHIP
church’ s work and worship. An in-active member of a particular church

body/woﬁ/m oAl bl wauy, (I Con. lQ:lﬂ‘
is one who does not participate in the church’s work and worship.”

Our Presbyterian Church of Marion has determined that an active member is one who:

- @ CHURCH

1) Takes part in the worship of the church and/or church-organized study of the Scriptures at least four
times a year.
2) Supports the work of the church through the giving of time, talents or money.

January Mission Outreach....

Our mission outreach for January will be Global Disaster Relief. Bringing Relief to
f\ Israeli Families

We will be collecting money during January to be sent to assist ‘ ' y

with disaster relief in Israel.

Samaritan’s Purse’

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF

Franklin Graham and Samaritans Purse have been supplying aid to
those in Israel and we can join in providing relief by sending our
collection through them. Franklin has made a personal visit to Israel
and listed below are the areas they are working to supply aid:

Replacing ambulances that were destroyed in attacks. These ambulances will be fully armored so that personnel
and patients will be well protected.

Partnering with over 50 churches and Christian organizations to pack thousands of food bags. Each is filled with
groceries that will feed a family of five for a week.

Equipping civilian first responder teams with life-saving trauma supply Kkits. These kits enable medical
personnel to perform simple surgical procedures that will instantly save lives and keep patients alive for hours
until they can get further.

Deacon Social...

The deacons will host a social following worship on Sunday, February 11",
Please join them for some yummy refreshments and a time of fellowship
following worship.




Prayer Partner Reveal...

Last February we invited everyone to take part in a Prayer Partner
Exchange. For an entire year those that signed up and drew a name have
been praying for their prayer partner. The fun part of this was that you
didn’t know who was praying for you, but you knew that once specific
person had lifted you in prayer for an entire year!

Well the time has come to reveal who our prayer partners are! We invite Pra gey Partner
you to join us at the February 11" social where those who have been :
praying will reveal for whom they have been praying. We ask that each ~ rReveal

person involved with the prayer partner exchange bring a card labeled
with the person you have been praying for and on the inside you can sign
your card revealing your name.

If you didn’t sign up to participate, come for the social, join in the fun of watching our reveal and you will have
the opportunity to sign-up and draw a name to pray for someone in 2024.

February Mission Outreach...

Souper Bowl of Caring...Once again we will be helping to fight hunger in our area a

by having a special collection for ICCAP on Super Bowl Sunday. SO PER
On February 11" we will have soup kettles that you can put your donation in as you Bﬂ
leave worship.

W

This is a nationwide collection but all our donations will go directly to
ICCAP Food Bank.

Let’s tackle hunger together!

Lenten Study...
Why Easter Matters

Have you ever been at odds with God? WHY
Have you resisted, defied, or tried to bargain your way out of what you thought God EASTER
wanted? You aren’t alone. Scripture documents similar stories. MATTERS

In this Easter Study Andy Stanley looks at some of the people whose lives intersected with -

Jesus in the weeks leading to his crucifixion. Each of them had an agenda that put them at - AN TN

odds with God and Jesus. As you’ll see, there’s a little bit of them in all of us. S\TAN LE¥
L

Sessions include:

The High Cost of Following Christ —
The Risk of Surrendering to God

The God Who Can Be Trusted

The Foundation of Our Faith

Join us prior to worship at 9:30 starting February 25 for this four week video Bible study. Please sign up on
the bulletin board by February 11" so that books can be ordered.

Ash Wednesday Service at the Marion Center First Methodist Church...
Our friends at the Methodist Church have invited our members to join them for
their Ash Wednesday Service, February 14™ at 7:00 p.m.
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Lenten Soup and Study....The Marion Center First Methodist Church - Lenten)

will be hosting a Lenten soup and study over five Thursday Evenings during

Lent (2/22, 2/29, 3/7, 3/14 and 3/21). They have invited our members to join them
in their time of fellowship and study. No sign-up is required.

They will begin each Thursday at 6:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday...

Mark your calendars for a special Easter Worship service on March 31%,

LuAnne Baker will be with us and will share her portrayal of

Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Please make plans to join us as LuAnne’s portrayals
are always very meaningful and what better way to celebrate our risen Lord than to
hear the Easter Story directly from Jesus’ mother!

Prayer Requests

Rest Home Folks: Homebound Folks: Active Military Service:
Rose Haven, Kathy Mabon, Russ Olson Louis Good & Brianna Fulmer
Crystal Waters, Joan Marshall

PNC Committee:
Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie, Chuck Glasser and Heather Hood

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS JANUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH
5 Ron Frankoff 4 lsaac Haney Cindy Mouser
6 Roman Elensky 5 Diane Sellers
Zachery Edwards 12 Stephanie Baun FEBRUARY ELDER OF THE MONTH
Matthew Hood Elaine Edwards Jim Sisitki
8 Nick Armstrong 15 Kingston Brown
13 Carson Houser 20 Mabel Millen JANUARY DEACON OF THE MONTH
15 Paul McMahan Ed Turner Bobbie Farren
17 Debbie Edwards 21 Lynette Clawson
Joe Griffith Anne Shannon
19 Fred Edwards Jr. 22 Nancy Laird Milestone Anniversaries
21 Dave Meese 26 Bev Gatskie Jan 23 Calvin & Bobbie Farren - 53"
22 Chuck Glasser Feb6 Ron & Debbie Frankoff - 53"
24 Donna Black .‘OO Feb 14 Dave & Nancy Laird - 66" —~
28 Meghan Moore Ve Feb 25 Ray & Doris Glasser - 74" HAPPY
31 Debbie Frankoff Bll:“l(lﬂys A Auareary
This Month ~
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