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FEAR TO PEACE 

 
 

It’s a bear! It’s a bear!  
 

As I was sitting at my dining room table with all of my information spread out that 

I was preparing for the women’s Encounter weekend that was going to take place 

in just a few days, I heard a ruckus out my back door. It was enough to make me 

get up and go look. I could hear a deer snorting which told me they felt threatened 

and fearful. See its June in western PA which means they have their fawns to 

protect. Snorting is a tactical move to scare away or distract any prey.  
 

I ventured out to take a walk around the house. A good stretch would be helpful as 

I had been sitting many hours. I did not see anything. Going back to the work at 

hand, I got situated in the dining room again, which is located in the front of the 

house. Within moments, I caught movement out of the side of my eye. It took a few 

seconds to register in my brain that it was a bear. It 

was just meandering across the front yard but was out 

of my sight quickly.  

 

I grabbed my phone to take a picture and rushed for the front door assuming it had 

continued on. As I opened the door, you can imagine my surprise when it was 

literally a few feet from me at my front porch looking me right in the eye. I 

proceeded to take this picture, but my movement scared her away.  
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It actually was a peaceful glance between the bear and myself. Interesting that deer are a sign of peace for us, but 

a bear invokes fear. What in your life could be a place of peace, but you let Satan steal your joy by putting fear in 

you?  
 

The Bible tells us that Satan is the father of lies and that Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Satan has tactical motives 

just like the deer, but his are not to protect us. God has a plan for our lives which does not include fear of any 

kind, and His tactical moves are to protect us and guide us. Let us run to Jesus and have Him give us the correct 

perspective for our situations.  
 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 

shall be called Wonderful: Counselor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 

“You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he 

is a liar and the father of lies.” John 8:44 
 

#AbundantLivingAtFullDraw#AbundantLife#Jesus#satan#peace#fear#perspective 
 

Article written by 

Pastor Jackie Greene 

G.A.P. Ministries/Celebrate Life 
 

**This article comes from Pastor Greene’s Facebook page Abundant Living at Full Draw. 

If you would like to read more of her posts, visit and like her page on Facebook. 

 

 

MAY WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 
 

May 5, 2024      May 19, 2024 

“One Thing is Needed”    Pastor Jackie Greene 

Rev. Howard Greenfield    Pentecost Sunday  

The Lord’s Supper will also be served  “Wear Red to church”  

        

May 12, 2024      May 26, 2024  
Rev. Katelyn Hendrickson    Randy Stear   
 
 

 Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a 

prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources: 
 

Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work together to seek out 

and prayerfully discern the person who, even now, is being called to serve, lead, and journey 

with the Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the PNC’s assistance.  
 

As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and known us; you discern our 

thoughts from afar; you follow our journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be 

with them now, Father. As they continue in this search process, be present among them, and 

guide each step they take. Guide them in all their doings, Gracious God.  
 

Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and perspectives 

as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them some Holy rest when rest 

is needed. 

Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and among all 

participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.   
 

Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in the way 

of this call.  Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.  
 

Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their tasks are 

complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your wisdom, they will have 

accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know that you are God.  
 

Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

Worship 

A Prayer 
 for our 

PNC 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/abundantlivingatfulldraw?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXpwKZKh78PB9D-aTcRi1KqS9ej_inYfcrbJR3UzvxzBUBSHLBaHnCpfcjjeHdMBi4jTyLbJr8VhpqzHs1NzOniZYpv7GWx5kzUzLBQozA2mOPaxugdKHDSnSfrtJUwVzFOZyALbqKYrjLoULO8S6V9TG6lsRhrvSBi8hXxCzvg15rQQjDIkMqJeF9L2hZgVTlS5yH9rBG8Yo5ckXcrEy2G&__tn__=*NK-R


The May Mission Outreach will be to support Samaritan’s Purse with their disaster relief.   

SAMARITAN'S PURSE STANDS READY TO RESPOND AT A 

MOMENT'S NOTICE WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, WHETHER AT 

HOME OR ABROAD.  

 

When a disaster strikes, it's urgent to get help fast to those affected.          

Suffering people can’t wait. That’s why Samaritan’s Purse responds           

immediately, quickly deploying our staff, vehicles—including tractor          

trailers filled with equipment and supplies—and an army of volunteers to  

help devastated homeowners. We tarp roofs, mud out houses, cut up         

downed trees, sift through ashes for personal belongings, and more, to help 

hurting people start down the road to recovery. More importantly, we share 

with them the hope found only in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and       

let them know that God loves them and hasn’t forgotten them.  

  

You may give to Samaritan’s Purse by marking your offering envelope with the portion you would like to donate  

to their disaster relief assistance. 

 

 

 

 

May 2nd - National Day of Prayer…This date is a national day set for us to come together as 

a nation for a day of prayer.  Our church along with the Marion Center United Methodist 

Church will be holding our annual 24 hour prayer vigil.  Prayer slots are for half hour 

increments.  Prayer guides are available at the church if you would like guidance on what    

to prayer for.  Join our prayer warriors as we lift in prayer our family, church, community, 

our nation and other nations of this world.  If you would like to sign-up to pray, please 

contact Sheri Repine or sign the sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate Bibles... 

 

What is your go-to-verse? What words of scripture are most meaningful to you?  

Each year we give our graduates a Life Application Bible.  We would like to give 

these Bibles with verses/passages commended by congregational members. These 

are verses that give us encouragement, comfort, peace or direction in our times of 

searching and need.   

  

The Bibles will be available on the table in the narthex along with highlighters and pens to highlight, underline or 

bracket verses.  You may include your name, initials or leave anonymous. These will be presented on May 19
th

 at 

the graduation recognition.  

  

Everyone is encouraged to participate. If you would like to suggest a verse but are unable to mark the Bible 

yourself, please list the verse on the 3X5 card on the table and place it in the basket or email Beth with the verse.  

Someone from the M&M committee will mark the Bible for you.  

 

 



Deacon Social….Following worship on May 19
th

, the deacons will be holding a 

social to honor our graduates.  Be sure to mark your calendar and join us for a time 

of fellowship as we celebrate our graduates! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Mark your calendars to join us Sunday, June 9
th

.  Following worship we 

will have a cook out right here at the church.  We will have all your favorite 

summer time food - burger, hotdogs, potato/macaroni salad and of course 

dessert.   

 

Do you like to grill?  We are looking for a couple head grill masters!!!    
     Let Beth know if you would like to apply for the chief grill master position. 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Rest Home Folks:    Homebound Folks:   Active Military Service:  

Rose Haven, Kathy Mabon,     Russ Olson    Louis Good & Brianna Fulmer 

Crystal Waters, Joan Marshall           

      

PNC Committee: 
Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie, Chuck Glasser and Heather Hood  

 

 

ELDERS OF THE MONTH             DEACON OF THE MONTH 

Jim Sisitki                Bev Gatskie 

 

 

 

 MAY BIRTHDAYS   

     

1   Sue Botsford    

2   Lauren Houser              

4   Lois Repine          

12  Kim Kester         

13  Vicky Fisher          

14  Sharon Edwards               

23  Devynn Tartalone                             

27  Miranda Leasure  

28  MacKenzi Kanouff  

     Melissa Leasure  

      Kailee Mumau        

      Tonya Watkins 

29  Ron Olson  

      John Repine 

30  Aaliyah Watkins  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        

                                              

                                                                                                                    

                                                 May 27 

Pentecost 
 

May 19th 
 

Wear Red  
to Church 

May 12th 


