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LIVING LIFE IN ABUNDANCE 
 

LIVING LIFE IN ABUNDANCE is all in how you define it. 

For us watching these doe sneak through the woods in the 

freshly fallen snow from our newly built heated tree stand is 

life at its best.  

 

In this advent season as we are expecting the coming of Jesus, 

we see that he has already come as a baby; he can come into 

our lives now as we invite him, and he is coming back as the 

King of kings and the Lord of lords.  The ultimate judge. He 

came to earth as a human and bore our sin and made a way for 

us to reconcile to our Creator God so that we could live life 

here also in abundance. 

 

“Christ carried our sins in his body on the cross so we would 

stop living for sin and start living for what is right. And you are 

healed because of his wounds.” 1 Peter 2:24 

 

How do you define life in abundance?  
 

#abundantlivingatfulldraw     pic by me-JG 
 

Article written by 

Pastor Jackie Greene 

G.A.P. Ministries/Celebrate Life 
 

**This article comes from Pastor Greene’s Facebook page Abundant Living at Full Draw. 

If you would like to read more of her posts, visit and like her page on Facebook. 
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DECEMBER WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS 

 

December 1, 2024    December 22, 2024   

Rev. Howard Greenfield   Denny Weaver    

The Lord’s Supper will be served      

       

December 8, 2024    Christmas Eve 6:00 p.m.  
Pastor Doug Snyder    LuAnne Baker will present 

      “Innkeeper’s Wife: The Holy Night that Changed Her Life” 

December 15, 2024    The Lord’s Supper will be served 

Rev. Howard Greenfield   Service will end with candle lighting 

 

                

 

Dear members and friends of the Presbyterian Church of Marion. You are encouraged to keep the Pastor 

Nominating Committee (PNC) in your frequent prayers. If you don’t know what to be praying for, here is a 

prayer you can use that has been culled from several sources: 
 

Most gracious and loving God, having accepted the invitation to work together to seek  out and 

prayerfully discern the person who, even now, is being called to serve, lead,  and journey with 

the Presbyterian Church of Marion, we ask you to come to the PNC’s assistance.  
 

As it is written in Psalm 139, “... you have searched us out and known us; you discern   our 

thoughts from afar; you follow our journeys and are acquainted with all our ways ...” Be with them now, Father. As they 

continue in this search process, be present among them, and guide each step they take. Guide them in all their doings, 

Gracious God.  
 

Build unity among them, guard them from distractions, and help them to welcome different viewpoints and perspectives 

as opportunities to hear, understand, and grow. Father, teach them to listen. But also, allow them some Holy rest when rest 

is needed. 
 

Inspire not only their minds but also their hearts, allowing one to form the other, within each individual, and among all 

participants in this work. Open their hearts and minds to your presence, Lord Jesus.   
 

Quicken the heart of the person begin called to serve as our next pastor. Remove any obstacles that might stand in the way 

of this call.  Reveal the path and lead the way, as we all know you as The Way, The Truth, The Life.  
 

Lord, may the PNC offer themselves as fertile ground through which your work may be done. And when their tasks are 

complete and the search is done, grant them quiet minds and confident hearts that, guided by your wisdom, they will have 

accomplished what you have asked them to do. And then let them rest, be still, and know that you are God.  
 

Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

 

 
 

 Active Member… 
The Book of Order states, “An active member of a particular church is a person 

who has made a profession of faith in Christ, has been baptized, has been 

received into membership of the church, has voluntarily submitted to the 

government of this church, and participates in the church’ s work and worship.  

Only active members are eligible to hold a church officer position or to vote in congregational meetings.   

An in-active member of a particular church is one who does not participate in the church’s work and worship.”   
 

Our Presbyterian Church of Marion has determined that an active member is one who:  
 

1) Takes part in the worship of the church and/or church-organized study of the Scriptures at least four 

times a year. 

2) Supports the work of the church through the giving of time, talents or money.  

 

Worship 

A Prayer 
 for our 

PNC 



Advent Study…. 
We will be offering an Advent study.   It is a four session video study that will be held each Sunday in Advent 

beginning on December 1
st
.  We will be meeting in the sanctuary beginning at 9:30 a.m.  There is a study guide 

book that goes along with the study that we need to order before we begin.  If you would like to join us for this 

study, please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Listed below is information regarding our 

Advent study. 
 

Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado 
 

In the Because of Bethlehem video Bible study bestselling author and pastor Max Lucado 

guides you through the Advent season to its source at an unassuming stable in Bethlehem... 
 

No one expected the Messiah to come the way he did. Yet the way he came was every bit 

as important as the coming itself. The manger is the message. 

 Because of Bethlehem, God knows what it's like to be human. 

 Because of Bethlehem, when we talk to him about tough times, he understands. 

He's been there. He's been here.  

 Because of Bethlehem, we no longer have marks on our record...just grace. 
 

In the midst of your hectic Christmas season, this 4-session Bible study with Max will: 

 Revive your wonder that the One who made everything chose to make himself nothing for us.  

 Rekindle your connection to the Christ of Christmas who offers lasting hope. 

 Help you lay down your endless Christmas to-do list and receive what Jesus has already done.  

 Heal your heartache by embracing the God who is always near you, always for you, and always in you. 
 

For some, Christmas is a time of excitement, celebration, and family, while for others it is a time of loneliness, 

grief, and loss. No matter what this season holds for you, the promise of Christmas will bring you a lifetime of 

hope. 

 

The Because of Bethlehem Study Guide includes video notes and discussion questions, Bible exploration, an 

individual application activity, and an Advent practice to complete between meetings. 

 

 

 

 

Marion Center Light-up Night, November 29
th

… 

 

Come Caroling with us! 

Our church along with our friends from the Marion Center First Methodist Church 

and New Life Lutheran Church will be walking in the Light-Up Night Parade and 

singing Christmas carols.  We invite anyone that would like to sing with us to join 

us at the Y in Marion Center at 6:45 p.m. and we will get our group together. 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to watch the festivities?  The parade begins at 7:00 p.m.  

Be sure to watch for our church float with a live nativity on board.  

Then join us at the park hall to light-up the town tree and enjoy 

some hot chocolate and cookies.  
 

 

 

 



 

 

Poinsettia’s for the Church… 

If you would like to order poinsettia’s in memory or in honor of someone, you may do so by 

signing up on the list on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Orders need to be placed by 

Sunday, December 8th.  Cost is $10 and checks can be made to the Board of Deacons.  

Please place your money in the envelopes provided on the bulletin board and give to a 

Lynette Clawson or turn into to Beth in the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Promise…. 

Our church will be providing meals on December 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 for the families in the 

Family Promise program.    If you would like to help with one of these meals, 

please sign-up on the sheet that is on the bulletin board in the Narthex or contact 

Lynette Clawson or Bobbie Farren.  You can prepare part or all of the meal, all 

help is welcome! 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Luminary….  We are looking for volunteers to help us put out the 

luminaries for Christmas Eve.  We will be placing them out Christmas Eve morning.  

We are also in need of someone to help light them around 5 p.m.  If you would like 

to help with either placing them out or lighting them, please let Beth Turner know. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

 
LuAnne Baker will be with us to 

share her portrayal of the 

Innkeeper’s Wife. 

 

 

 

 

Come and hear how the Holy Night changed her life!  Her story will share 

about Joseph and Mary’s visit to her humble Inn; the birth of Jesus, the 

shepherd’s and Magi’s visits and of course, THAT STAR, and how the birth 

of Jesus changed her life.  Our service will also include communion and 

candle lighting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December Mission Outreach: 

  
Christmas Gifts for those affected by the hurricane…. 

Denny Weaver, who occasionally fills our pulpit, has a co-worker who has organized 

and made delivers to three churches located in North Carolina.   He would like to put 

together a Christmas delivery to brighten Christmas for those kids who may not get 

anything for Christmas this year as their families continue to try to recover and rebuild 

from the hurricane and flooding.   

  

Our mission team would like to partner with the group going to North Carolina and 

provide gifts to send along.   

 

Here is specific information to help you with your purchase: 

 

 Gifts needed for ages infant through 18 
 

 Only New items such as toys, games or any wow item that a child might enjoy.       

   (They are not looking for clothes or hygiene items) 
 

 Bring your unwrapped gift to the church by December 15th and place under the tree in the sanctuary. 

  

  

  

  

Thank you… 
Dear Presbyterian Church of Marion, Thank you for all your care and concern  

over the past months and years.  We appreciate the cards, food, visits and caring very 

much.  We are doing ok.  With much Thanksgiving, Russell & Sue Olson 
  

 

 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting…      **Please mark your calendars*** 

 

The annual congregational meeting is scheduled for January 19, 2024 at 10 am.  All  

members are invited and encouraged to attend as we need to make sure we have a quorum.  

We will be looking at 2024 in review and electing officers for the class of 2027.   The church 

service will follow at 10:30 with the installation of officers 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Rest Home Folks:    Homebound Folks:   Active Military Service:  

Rose Haven, Kathy Mabon,     Russ Olson    Louis Good & Brianna Fulmer 
              

PNC Committee: 
Calvin Farren, Lorrie Gallo, Natalie Gatskie, Chuck Glasser and Heather Hood  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS       ELDER OF THE MONTH 
1    Susie Enoch        Lorrie Gallo 
2    Debbie Hill             
3    Liz Gatskie                        DEACON OF THE MONTH 
4    Katie Moore              Paige Repine 
      Cassidy States         
5    Wendy Weeks                
8     Doris Glasser             Milestone Anniversaries                  
       Jonathan Kanouff              18  Gary & Barb Hood -  53rd     
12   Sue Olson                      31  Russ & Sue Olson  -  66th          
        Nicole Watkins       
13    Jurie Turner   
14    Jed Gallo                
17    Cheyenne Anthony             
18    Kathy Mabon                      
19    Barb Banks                  
        Ryan Edwards             
24    Rev. Bruce Shannon                                          
27    Dakoda Anthony    
         Bob Edwards 
28     Karl Lightcap  
         Josh Mouser  
29    Russ Olson  

31    Fred Edwards         


